
Curriculum and Communications Committee
April 22, 2021
4:35- 4:53 PM

Centennial Middle School Cafeteria

Minutes

Call to Order
Mr. Kennedy called the meeting to order at 4:35 PM.

Attendance:
C&C Members present- Katherine Barnes, Sarah Jones, Eric Kennedy, Lisa Kudwa, Terry

McCreight, Ray Metcalf, Mary Smothers, Brian Toth, Jennifer
Urtel, Monica Zuzow

Other staff present- Kelley Engblom, Kristin Weber

C&C Members absent- Karen Fisher, Dan Schwegler, Lisa Welch

Public Comments
None.

Approval of Minutes
Mr. Toth made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 1, 2021 meeting.  Mrs. Smothers
seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved.

New Business
● Mrs. Kudwa explained that the district again has grant funding available to enroll

students in the Kids Read Now summer program.  She asked Mrs. Engblom to speak
about the program.  Mrs. Engblom shared that the program sends six books to the
homes of students in elementary school over the summer, along with a creative writing
book, and book discovery and engagement sheets.

The goal of the program is to increase students’ access to books at their grade level.
Families also have access to a digital parent guide and a mobile app.  Because the
district is using a different grant for funding, the program can be expanded to all current
K-5 students.

The committee had no concerns or questions regarding this agenda item.

● Mrs. Kudwa shared that a previously deferred high school Social Studies purchase was
being brought back for consideration.  The purchase was delayed last year when state
funding for schools was uncertain.  She asked Mrs. Weber to speak to the purchase.

Mrs. Weber shared that these are the same recommendations made by the committees
previously, with one exception.  The American Government recommended textbook now
is a 2021 edition instead of a 2016 edition.  Additionally, the overall cost of the books has
decreased slightly from what we were quoted last year. Mrs. Jones asked for



clarification on what a whole district pilot meant.  Mrs. Weber explained that it means all
the teachers are piloting the units for the year prior to formal Board approval of the
curriculum.  This model is beneficial in this case because it allows teachers and students
to have access to online resources next year.

Ms. Zuzow asked about whether this purchase covered both high schools and what
other groups have large purchases coming up soon. It was clarified that the purchase
covers both schools and that elementary math and high school science are two groups
with upcoming purchases.  The Social Studies purchase did not bump ahead of other
groups.

Old Business
● Mr. Toth gave an update on the staff recognition program, which we are calling SLCS

Staff Shout Outs.  Each Thursday one staff member is recognized in the district
newsletter.  Mr. Metcalf asked if every nominee was notified even if they weren’t the
person chosen for the week.  Mr. Toth clarified that right now, there is enough time to
recognize all of the nominees before the end of the year.  If additional nominations come
in, he will consider adjusting the practices so more staff can be recognized.

Other
There were no other topics.

Public Comments
None.

Motion to Adjourn
Mr. Kennedy adjourned the meeting at 4:53 PM.

Future Meeting Dates- 4:30 p.m. in the CMS Cafeteria
● May 6 (larger committee as PD topics need approval)


